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Responding to the work of ‘new materialism’ in contemporary theory, my paper argument turns to early modern political theorists for a materialist account of language. While the recent turn toward the body and affect in new materialism (inspired by Jane Bennett and Bruno Latour, among others) seeks to redress a perceived overemphasis on language in poststructuralism, I argue that these new materialists do not take their own critique far enough. What Bennett’s new materialism, in particular, needs but does not offer is a materialist account of language. One source for such an account is in early modern epicurean materialism where material words carry a sensory and passionate force that equals that of objects. Epicurean materialism emerges in various ways in early modern political thought, including Hobbes and Locke. Recognizing the constitutive, material power of rhetoric in their thought, generates new resources for taking up the challenge of new materialisms without retreating to fantasies of bodies and social relations outside of cognition and language. 


