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“Looking at Lincoln”

To look at Abraham Lincoln is to discover a man so visible he can scarcely be seen. The paradox of that enhanced visibility might be increased by the way that his words are so familiar that we can scarcely hear him. To see Lincoln anew and to hear his words afresh becomes the challenge. This talk considers how Lincoln appeared, stiff hair rising as a disheveled crown, top hat silhouetted above the crowd, when he was looked at by artists and writers. It also considers how Lincoln looked at himself, mocking his own appearance, and proposing at once rigorous and passionate systems of belief. To carry out attention to the visibility of Lincoln as a writer and politician, the talk will consider his orations as well as his written statements, listening to his words.

