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This paper argues that the absence of enthusiastic religious poetries from scholarly narratives that celebrate a certain type of American democratic subject epitomizes the problem of the “secularization thesis” as it maps on to American literary history. I turn to one instance of evangelical poetry—that of the eighteenth-century Baptist itinerant minister James Ireland—to destabilize terms upon which the secular and the religious depend (sociability, enthusiasm, taste) and to question the insistent progression of secular time on which American poetic canons rest.


