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If God, Devil, magic, and spirits coursed through everyday life and nature in pre-modern Europe, then the metaphysical outlook accompanying the early modern scientific Enlightenment divorced spirit from nature and the workaday world.  This divorce enabled European modernity’s distinctive ideologies: realism, secularism, and the unchecked exploitation of nature. Yet this pervasive “disenchantment of the world” could not entirely eliminate enchantment: it surfaces occasionally in Europe’s re-enchanting art and heterodox movements; and it continues to flourish in many non-Western life-worlds.  My presentation briefly will diagnose these two cultural legacies of enchantment and will propose their relation to each other and to the more broadly disenchanted world. Though focused on literature, my discussion will attend to politics more assiduously than recent World Literature discussions of (re-)enchantment have tended to. 

